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COMMITTEE CORNER 

 

 

 

 

 

Our mailing address for all ticket bookings is: 
 

BLT Box Office, 54 Wentworth Avenue, Bournemouth, BH5 2EG 

Tickets £12.00 (with concessions)  Members £6.00 

 BOOK ONLINE at www.bournemouthlittletheatre.co.uk (booking fees apply)  

 WRITE enclosing cheque (payable to BLTC) and SAE to BLTC Box Office (address above) 

Tickets will be issued on receipt of a completed booking form, cheque and SAE.  Where an SAE is not  
enclosed, tickets will be retained to be collected at the theatre on the night of the performance. 

It is really easy to book online and, of course, so convenient.  Whenever you decide you want to book       
tickets for a show—whatever the day and whatever the time—you can go ahead. 

But—and there’s always a but, isn’t there?  - it is also, sadly, easy to make mistakes. 

By making your booking too quickly, it is easy to book on the wrong day—or even to book for the wrong 
show!  So…..a word to the wise... 

CHECK, CHECK AND CHECK AGAIN at every stage of your booking that it exactly fits your                   
requirements, and save all the hassle of making changes.   

Of course, if you are not entirely happy with the on-line process you can always use the postal option   
detailed above in the second bullet point. 

A FINAL PLEA: If you have booked tickets and know that you, or one of your party,  

will not be able to attend, please let the Box Office know as soon as possible.   

        Thank you 

Dear Patrons, 
 
Over the past month or so, a number of our playgoers have indicated that, for health  reasons, they can no longer join 
us at BLT.   
We are sad you can no longer be with us, but wish you all well, and hope your health improves soon. Thank you for 
your solid support in the past—many of you over a period covering  several decades.  
 
Regular supporters such as these are what keeps our Theatre going, and we appreciate all those who attend and   
enjoy our productions. 
 
We are delighted to have a number of new members of BLTC—welcome and we hope to meet you at one of our     
productions or social events soon. 
 
We are excited to kick off our new season with Playhouse Creatures, which was rescheduled from June 2020—
delayed by Covid restrictions!   It is a marvellous play, do come and see it..  We look forward to seeing you there. 
 
This is followed by the fabulous musicians comprising “Five Flash Folk” holding a benefit concert for BLT. 
 
Unfortunately, our October 2021 production  of The Nightingales has suffered casting problems resulting in              
cancellation—see page 4 for details. We will have a different play on then—more details when we receive confirmation 
of the production license. 
 
We also have auditions for our Christmas play “Season’s Greetings” by Alan Ayckbourn.   Auditions take place in    
September—see details in  page 7.   
 
BLT Committee 

ADVANCE TICKET BOOKINGS 
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Next Production - Playhouse Creatures 

by April de Angelis  

Since I first was introduced to this play, when it was included in A level set text more than a few 
moons ago, I have been entranced by the possibility of staging the full play. 

Set in the time that Charles II reopened the Playhouses after Cromwell’s puritanical rule and,  for the 
first time, allowed women to take to the 
stage. 

For four women, this signalled the    
beginning of a new chapter in their 
lives.  

On stage, the women became      
household names; behind-the-scenes, 
they developed strong friendships and 
fierce rivalries. As the camaraderie and 
chaos of the dressing room ignited their           
ambitions to play a bigger part in the 
theatre. Can the women  stick together 
to achieve greater things and does their 
new-found fame bring with it better   
fortunes? 

This vivacious, deeply-moving and   
outrageous comedy takes us         
backstage in a Restoration playhouse 
to  celebrate a bold moment in the    
history of theatre.  

I , and  five excellent actresses, are  
really enjoying the whole process of 
bringing this play to life.   

Come and join us during the run, We 
offer you a memorable evening and a 
great piece of theatre,                  

LINDSAY JONES,  

Director 

Staged at BLT,  

7th—11th September 2021  

at 7:45pm 
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2021-2022 Productions 

 
 

Tickets for the all of the planned plays are available through Bournemouth Little Theatre Box Office :       
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/whats-on/dorset/bournemouth-little-theatre  and on our website 

Bournemouthlittletheatre.co.uk 

26th—30th October 2021   

Due to problems casting one vital role, we are  unable to produce this 

play at the time intended.   

As we go to press, we have applied for licensing permission for another 

play, which we hope will be staged instead of The Nightingales. 

We will inform you of details via mailshots and on our web-site as soon 

as the license is approved. We will also include the details in our next 

Newsletter. 

We will be contacting ticket holders to discuss their options as soon as we can provide details of the 

new production.  

 

14th—18th December 2021 
Cheating at snakes and ladders, fighting over 
comic books, a bungled infidelity beneath the tree, 
the  usual disastrous Christmas Eve lamb, the 
dreaded  annual puppet show and even maybe a 
murder…  

Christmas has arrived in the Bunker household 
along with family and friends. But as the children 
lurk just out of sight, it's the adults who are letting 
the side down. 

Saturday 2nd October 2021  7:45pm 

Although not a BLT theatrical production, we are            
including the evening’s entertainment from Five Flash Folk 
in this page, as these popular local musicians have kindly 
offered another evening of new songs and old, with       
proceeds from the concert going to BLTC.  

The last concert these musicians performed at our         
theatre was a sell-out, and a great time was had by all,  
resulting in cries of “When are you  coming back?” from 
the audience.  We are delighted they listened!  

Come along and join the fun—all for such a good cause! 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/whats-on/dorset/bournemouth-little-theatre
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2021-2022 Productions 

                                                             
7th—11th June 2022 

Things aren’t going to plan for one family in Withernsea.  

Pieces are falling off Martin’s milk float as quickly as 
he’s losing customers and something’s up with Kath’s 
kitchen sink. Billy is pinning his hopes of a place at art 
college, whilst Sophie dreams of becoming a Jiu-Jitsu 
teacher….. 

Amid the dreaming, dramas and dirty dishes,       
something has to give. But will it be Kath or the kitchen 
sink? 

An irresistibly funny and tender play about big dreams 
and small changes. 

 

15th—19th February 2022 

 

…’I walked in and she’s sat in the coffin and 

she’s ….she’s watching telly and laughing’ 

 

5th—9th April 2022 

 

Ten people dead on a remote island which 
has not a living soul on it..  

It doesn't make sense.  

Who did it?   Why?   How?  

 

This play is Agatha Christie at her best.. 

 Directed by Don Cherrett 
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26th-29th January 2022  (Pieces of) EIGHT by Ella Hickson – (dir:  TF, LJ,  RdCB) 

Eight was formed around the results of a survey that asked twenty-somethings what defined their genera-
tion; Hickson tried to answer their  almost unanimous response of ‘apathy’, with a show that works to find 
the glimmers of faith amidst wholesale cynicism. Eight looks at the singular, personal effect of an other-
wise social phenomenon.  

16th-19th March 2022 SPINNING by Dierdre Kinahan (dir. Rachael de Courcy Beamish) 

What does it feel like to lose everything? To explain? To forgive?  
In small town Ireland, father-of-one, Conor, is desperate to hold onto a life that is disintegrating be-
fore his eyes. Susan is a mother searching for reason, in the darkness of her teenage daughter’s 
killing. 
A contemporary tragedy comes to light when they finally meet..                      

11th-14th May 2022 THE RIVER by Jez Butterworth (dir. Tim Fearon) 

On a moonless night in August when the sea trout are ready to run, a man brings his new girlfriend to the 
remote family cabin where he has come for the fly-fishing since he was a boy. But she's not the only wom-
an he has brought here or indeed the last... 

Studio productions are shorter than ’main’ productions, were first produced in 21st Century  and include a Q&A 
session after the play. 
They enjoy reduced ticket prices of £10 standard (+concessions) and £5 for members. 

2021-2022 STUDIO Productions 

Review of first night of Bournemouth Little Theatre’s production of Noel Coward’s ‘Still Life’. 

On this particular evening my friend ,who usefully having never experienced BLT was entranced and charmed and verbal. She raved 

about the dark cosiness of the theatre, its recently enriched entrance with Lindsay Jones’ restored photographic display, Mo Hamill’s 

unearthing of old masks and paper ephemera for the lobby as well as Lindsay Jones’ current production photos. Receiving her ticket 

and complementary programme from the charming and tactful Sue Hyder, the professionalism of the documentation and seriousness 

of the archaeology of the stage setting impressed her. This was a far cry from her local expectation of a farce in another bare church 

hall.  

The original 1936 ‘Still Life’ was written and played as a cycle of 10 plays on aspects of love, three per evening so the onus on BLT 

was to fill out around the play giving the Covid crisis starved audience a sense-satisfying evening. It had already been indicated that 

we would get this through the beautiful flyer for the production photographed by Matthew  Ellison at Swanage railway station with 

Joanne Owen as an elegant Laura senses touched through a carriage window by the hand of Peter Wilson.  

On our night, there was an intriguing collage of incidental songs from Al Bowly, news broadcasts and the sound of steam trains 

which seemed to pull arrival, play, and interval together as one experience. 

On stage, the beautiful period set of maroon and peach service counter (down to a wire cover over the buns) and green ginghamed 

table area with off stage back kitchen and station platform areas created a vibrant place for hugely contrasting lighting effects and  

character action.  

The costuming adhered as far as possible to the late thirties early forties which due to its popularity in vintage circles is clearly be-

coming increasingly difficult to clothe. The cosmetics, stockings, bags and underwear of the period seemed to present a particular 

difficulty: Beryl was not issued a petticoat. Her mac was modern as was the stubble on the two thirsty soldiers. 

Myrtle, Beryl, Albert (Myrtle’s love interest) and Stanley (Beryl’s love interest) worked exclusively on our left for comic effect and so-

cially separated from Laura and Alec, aka ‘Romeo and Juliet’ on our right who played seriously, sometimes agonisingly in the sea-

sons of their love.  

The performance of Beverley Beck as Myrtle was particularly assured with some quick-witted adlibbing around a fumbled cake     

serving greatly appreciated by the audience. Tracey Nicholls as Laura gave an intense performance and Richard Cawte as Alec 

brought poise and an understanding of the cadence of Coward at his best- although he forgot to collect his briefcase for an early exit 

and his full gestures occasionally seemed anachronistic. Bethany Davies as Beryl showed a talent for pitiless, put down intoning in 

the bribery scene with Alec and Lee Tilson as Albert thoroughly enjoyed his role in station uniform especially when singing and    

hoofing to a popular, romantic medley which included ‘Two For Tea’ for Myrtle’s benefit. James Bourner as Stanley produced a   

physically confident performance and seemed to have a very clear sense of his own place in that society. Mica Sharples as Mildred 

similarly stood and moved well in role. 

It was particularly satisfying to finally sight on stage Alan Lodge as the Young Man having seen him in many BLT read throughs. 

Dolly played by Tracey Billington-Beardsley dominated the final scene with a sweeping, energetic performance which even  man-

aged to suggest some unspoken lasciviousness on seeing Alec. Her puttering, chuntering speech rhythms irritated and worked on 

the nerves as in the original film and she managed her period clothes and accoutrements knowledgeably.                                                           

Thanks are due to the director, Patricia Richardson in obtaining such a coherent performance from the cast.                                                                                                                                                  

           Reviewer – Barbara Dale 
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Bournemouth Little Theatre Club 

11 Jameson Road 

Bournemouth  BH9 2QD 
www.bournemouthlittletheatre.co.uk 

 

Email: bournemouthlittletheatre@gmail.com 

 

Facebook: 

http://facebook.com/

BLittleTheatre 

 

Twitter: 

http://twitter.com/BLittleTheatre 

 

Co Reg No: 2639332 

Charity Ref: 1019571 

CONTACT DETAILS: 

Your Committee Members:  

 

Gwen Jones (Treasurer /Memberships/Newsletter/          01202 083504 

                        Venue Hire) ..........................................        07825 064731 

Lindsay Jones (Play Selection Committees/Photographer)01202 083504 

Mo Hamill (Properties and Costumes Co-ordinator) .......  07585 504500 

Adam Stoddart (Studio Play Selection Committee).…... …0774 9409634 

Issy Coombs………………... 

Tim Fearon (Play Selection Committees/Website co-ordinator)                           

……………………………………………………………………………………..07973 198811 

Caroline Burr (Main Play Selection Committee/Company Secretary) 

……………………………………………………………………………………..07905 650952 

Not on the Committee: 

Alastair Griffith (Lighting Design)……………………….………...07400 014135 

Andrew Whyatt (Main Play Selection Committee) 

Rachael de Courcy Beamish (Studio Play Selection Committee) 

Chris Huggill (Bar Stocks Manager & Bar rota organizer) 07443 626484 

Sue Hyder (Box Office) 

 

(Email: bournemouthlittletheatre@gmail.com) 

Each season, Bournemouth Little Theatre brings six main productions and three Studio productions to the stage.  Each           

production requires a Director and cast.  In addition to this are the unsung heroes, who toil away (lark about) behind the scenes 

to make these productions  possible.   We are all volunteers at Bournemouth Little Theatre and if you have any occasional spare 

time and would like to get involved with a production or two in any of the following capacities, you would be very welcome:  

 Set Construction 

 Set Painting 

 Lighting Design 

 Lighting Operation 

 Sound Design 

 Sound Operation 

 Prompt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Stage Manager 

 Costume 

 Props 

 Front of House 

 Bar Manager 

 Coffee Shop 

 Theatre maintenance & 
cleaning 

YOUR THEATRE 

NEEDS YOU! 

To get involved, either come along to a set strike (the Sunday following each of our productions); to a read through and/or 

audition; to an unrehearsed play reading; speak to a Committee Member when you visit the theatre or contact us through 

the website https://www.bournemouthlittletheatre.co.uk/, by email - bournemouthlittletheatre@gmail.com or  

Facebook so we can discuss how you can get involved.  No previous experience is necessary. 

https://www.bournemouthlittletheatre.co.uk/

