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NEWSLETTER 

2021-2022 Season 

November 2021 

Issue 154 

Member: Little Theatre Guild of Great Britain 
www.bournemouthlittletheatre.co.uk 

Bournemouth Little Theatre 

11 Jameson Road, Winton, Bournemouth BH9 2QD 

Tickets:  BournemouthLittleTheatre.co.uk 

 

PERFORMANCES   

14th-18th December 2021,  at 7:45pm 

 
This amateur production of “Season's Greetings” is presented by arrangement with 

Concord Theatricals Ltd. on behalf of Samuel French Ltd. 

www.concordtheatricals.co.uk  
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COMMITTEE CORNER 

 

 

 

 

 

Our mailing address for all ticket bookings is: 
 

BLT Box Office, 54 Wentworth Avenue, Bournemouth, BH5 2EG 

Tickets £12.00 (with concessions)  Members £6.00 

 BOOK ONLINE at www.bournemouthlittletheatre.co.uk (booking fees apply)  

 WRITE enclosing cheque (payable to BLTC) and SAE to BLTC Box Office (address above) 

Tickets will be issued on receipt of a completed booking form, cheque and SAE.  Where an SAE is not  
enclosed, tickets will be retained to be collected at the theatre on the night of the performance. 

It is really easy to book online and, of course, so convenient.  Whenever you decide you want to book       
tickets for a show—whatever the day and whatever the time—you can go ahead. 

But—and there’s always a but, isn’t there?  - it is also, sadly, easy to make mistakes. 

By making your booking too quickly, it is easy to book on the wrong day—or even to book for the wrong 
show!  So…..a word to the wise... 

CHECK, CHECK AND CHECK AGAIN at every stage of your booking that it exactly fits your                   
requirements, and save all the hassle of making changes.   

Of course, if you are not entirely happy with the on-line process you can always use the postal option   
detailed above in the second bullet point. 

A FINAL PLEA: If you have booked tickets and know that you, or one of your party,  

will not be able to attend, please let the Box Office know as soon as possible.   

        Thank you 

Dear Patrons

Thankyou to everyone who attended ‘The Gatekeeper’, -  numbers were a little improved on 

‘Playhouse Creatures’ as more of our audiences began to feel comfortable in attending     

theatrical performances.  Both plays attracted many enthusiastic comments, which is very 

encouraging to the directors, cast and crew who put so much time into productions .We hope 

our hilarious Christmas play “Seasons Greetings” can tempt you to include a trip to our    

Little Theatre in your Christmas festivities.  Even several weeks before first night, it is     

looking great!  Tickets are on sale and are selling  very quickly.  Get yours before they go! 

 

We do have one more event prior to Season’s Greetings, and that is the Bournemouth Little 

Theatre AGM, to be held on 5th December at 7pm at BLT.  At the AGM, the Committee 

report on activities undertaken during the year to June 2021 and years’ financial results. 

As we have a number of new members who have had little opportunity to get to know the 

rest of us, we are having our ANNUAL CHRISTMAS SOCIAL straight after the AGM.   

All are welcome to both—it has been  a long time since we have been able to hold a social 

gathering, and it would be a great start to the Christmas fun. 

You may even be offered a glass of Mo’s famous Christmas punch to go with complementary 

snacks/nibbles!  We look forward to seeing you on the 5th !    

                                                          BLTC Committee 

ADVANCE TICKET BOOKINGS 
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Next Production - Season’s Greetings 

By Alan Ayckbourn 

One of the most asked question of a director is, ‘Why did you choose this play?’                     

So, why did I choose Season’s Greetings? 

Alan Ayckbourn is Britain’s most prolific playwright, having penned over 80 plays.     

But that’s not a good reason for choosing one of his plays. 

Well, it’s nearly Christmas. But there are a lot of other plays with a Christmas setting. 

It’s got a good mix of male and female parts. So have a thousand other plays. 

There has to be a better reason, surely? Yes,  there is. 

Primarily I chose it because it is a work of brilliance. 

 

You can read the play and see it as a seasonal romp with lots of good gags. And,  indeed, as a  

director you could easily take this view.  Look at it from another  perspective and it becomes a 

much darker piece. Yes, it’s full of humour but most of the humour comes with an edge. The characters, all beautifully drawn,     

will spark  moments of recognition in us.  Each carry with them a longing for something else. Every one of the relationships in      

the play is under strain.   Bitterness and rancour abound.  

Add to this the tensions that Christmas can bring and you have a wondrous picture of a dysfunctional family and the risks that   

anyone entering its orbit runs. 

And it’s full of laughs! And that’s what makes it great. And that’s why I chose it. 

                                 Come and see it, I  know you will have a great night .          Tim Fearon, director 

                                                                   

                                                                    The CAST: 

 

NEVILLE—Adam Stoddart BELINDA-Anne Faraday 

 

PHYLLIS—Mary Almeida 

 

HARVEY—Lindsay Jones 

 

BERNARD—John Billington 

 

 

RACHAEL-Lauren Killham 

EDDIE-Barry Gray PATTIE-Mica Sharples CLIVE-Samuel Koppel 
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Next 2021-2022 Productions 

 
 

 

 

 

5th—9th April 2022 

 

And Then There Were None is one of Agatha 
Christie’s most notorious thrillers where ten     
people, having been accused of committing  
murder and got away with it, start to be killed   
off by an unknown assailant….one, by one…! 

 

If you would like to get involved with this production, see 
Audition Notice on Page 7  

directed by Don Cherrett 

 

15th—19th February 2022 

…’I walked in and she’s sat in the coffin and 

she’s ….she’s watching telly and laughing’ 

CAST: 

MYRA -       Joy Blake 

ALEC  -       Peter Watson 

HARRIET - Sophie Powell 

JENNA  -    Jordan Finding 

STUDIO PRODUCTION 

26th-29th January 2022  (Pieces of) EIGHT by Ella 

Hickson  (directed by : Tim Fearon, Lindsay Jones, and  

Rachael de Courcy Beamish)                                               

Seven fascinating and varied stories unfold as a group of 

compelling characters share their chilling, poignant and 

sometimes hilarious experiences with us in a range of      

riveting monologues.                NOT YET FULLY CAST. 
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2021-2022 Productions 

7th—11th June 2022 

Things aren’t going to plan for one family in Withernsea.  

Pieces are falling off Martin’s milk float as quickly as he’s 
losing customers and something’s up with Kath’s kitchen 
sink. Billy is pinning his hopes of a place at art college, 
whilst Sophie dreams of becoming a Jiu-Jitsu teacher….. 

Amid the dreaming, dramas and dirty dishes,  something 
has to give. But will it be Kath or the kitchen sink? 

An irresistibly funny and tender play about big dreams 
and small changes. 

16th-19th March 2022 SPINNING by Dierdre Kinahan (dir. Rachael de Courcy Beamish) 

What does it feel like tolose everything? To explain? To forgive? 
In small town Ireland, father-of-one, Conor, is desperate to hold onto a life that is           
disintegrating before his eyes. Susan is a mother searching for reason, in the darkness of 
her teenage daughter’s killing. 
A contemporary tragedy comes to light when they finally meet..                      
11th-14th May 2022 THE RIVER by Jez Butterworth (dir. Tim Fearon) 

On a moonless night in August when the sea trout are ready to run, a man brings his new   
girlfriend to the remote family cabin where he has come for the fly-fishing since he was a boy. 
But she's not the only woman he has brought here or indeed the last... 

Studio productions are shorter than ’main’ productions, were first produced in 21st Century 
  and include a Q&A session after the play. 

They enjoy reduced ticket prices of £10 standard (+concessions) and £5 for members. 

2021-2022 STUDIO PRODUCTIONS 

 MORE SAD GOODBYES... 

We are sorry to report that Sheila Blake (Harborne) has died aged 98.  She was a very active 
and much loved member of St Peter’s Players and Bournemouth Little Theatre Club from the 
1950’s, playing leading character parts at the Palace Court Theatre.  She will be remembered 
too for performances on Brownsea Island, notably as the Nurse in Romeo 
and Juliet in 1969.  Our thoughts are with her loved ones and friends.                                                       
—————————————————— 

Our friend, Andrew Ross, sadly died on 1st November at his home, having been           

diagnosed with Motor  Neurone Disease in January 2021. Andy was the much 

loved brother of Paul, Steve and Kate, husband of Helen and stepfather of John, 

Shaun, Dane, Andrea and Mike. He was, overall, a kind, generous and thoughtful 

man, who never let a call for help go unanswered. Andy was a man who loved   

people and enjoyed numerous friendships and social activities - theatre (both watching and            

performing), music of all  varieties, eating out, walking and  quizzing. It was a great sadness to him 

when his increasing disability curtailed his ability to enjoy these activities and confined him to his 

home. Sadness at his passing is mixed with a measure of relief that he is now free from the devastating 

effects of his illness.    Our thoughts are with his family and many friends. 
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THE GATEKEEPER by Chloe Moss—reviews and comments 

First night review by K.D. Johnson from SCENEONE+ 

This 2012 five hander by Liverpool born playwright, Chloë Moss, was offered to me to review as a ‘Dark       
Comedy’ but it could equally well be billed as a ‘Family Tragedy’. There is some humour in it and no-one actually 
dies but there are more skeletons in the closets of this family than in many a bloody whodunnit. 

The premise is fairly straightforward – businesswoman Stacey has booked a weekend break at a holiday let in 
the Lake District for herself, her parents Mike and Julia and brother Rob. The unexpected guest is Rob’s recently 
established girlfriend, Angela, who turns out to have something of a history with this family. Whether it is her 
presence as an outsider which causes all the secrets to come out, or whether it is due to the excessive amount  
of alcohol consumed, is moot – but come out they certainly do. 

The characterisation is very good and each of the performers brings their characters to life. Kim Fletcher is the  
repressed Marketing Consultant, Stacey. Peter Beebee is the controlling, retired management consultant, Mike – 
a bully. Chrissie Derrington is the long-suffering wife and mother, Julia – has possibly the best tragi-comic lines. 
Simon Meredith is the errant son, Rob – who has allegedly been wandering in Thailand for a while. Hayley   
Tucker, as Angela, has possibly the most sympathetic part as the agent provocateur who causes the underlying 
tensions within the family to explode. 

The worrying thing is that we probably all know people like this – maybe not all in the same family and possibly 
not to the same extremes but I suspect that there are uncomfortable and recognisable truths within this story for 
every one of us. 

Were you to ask me whether I liked it, then I would have to umm and err and change the subject – it is not my 
idea of a good night out. Although other members of tonight’s audience found more humour in it than I did, at 
two and a half hours I found it rather overlong and unrelenting. 

Were you to ask me, on the other hand, whether I thought that it was well produced, set, directed and acted by 
very competent and believable performers then I would give it a resounding thumbs up. 

And from our audience…. 

“I was privileged to be at the last night of "The Gatekeeper" and, whereas I felt the sparkling script of 

this powerful play could have been tighter, the direction by Rachel de Courcy Beamish and the         

performances by all five members of the cast were stunning yet totally believable throughout. Hearty    

congratulations and many thanks! “   JB 

“I came to see the Gatekeeper last night and wanted to tell you how much I enjoyed it. I bought the 

ticket on the day and arrived with no expectations as I don't know anything about the play. I have been 

coming to BLT for three years now and always enjoy your productions. Last night's play was something 

really special though. The casting is superb and the acting really wonderful. The play is beautifully   

written and I genuinely laughed out loud many times. The last scene really surprised me - it was a very 

raw and poignant performance from everyone and I thought that the cast  really gave it their all.  I have 

recommended this production to all my friends so helpfully you'll get some more bums on seats! Well 

done BLT!  “  AP 

"Absolutely incredible production - the pace is perfect and the cast /direction is exceptional. Just    
stunning" 
"Just brilliant.  Excellent cast and direction.  Thoroughly enjoyed it." 
"What a smashing play and a super cast. They did brilliantly!" 
"Fantastic, can't wait to see what happens in the next act" Brilliant cast and play." 
"I'm going to see if I can book to see it again!"                                                                            
"Ooo... you can tell something is brewing..." 
"Really enjoyed it. Well done."                      Thanks from the Director and cast for your support.  
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By AGATHA CHRISTIE 

To be directed by Don Cherrett 

Staged  5th – 9th April 2022 at BLT 

              Readthrough – Friday January 7th 2022 at 7:30pm at BLT 

           Auditions – Sunday January 9th 2022 from 7:15pm at BLT 

 

Ten people by various means are summoned to a lone 
guest house on a remote island. They appear to have 
nothing in common at first, but it is soon revealed 
that they all have a dark secret. As the weather turns 
and the ten are stranded on the island, the bloodbath 
begins and one by one they die – all in accordance 
with a sinister nursery rhyme! 

 

List of characters:- ages are a guide only and not necessarily as presented in the acting 
script 

VERA CLAYTHORNE  - A secretary. Efficient, smart. Age guide 20 to 40 

PHILIP LOMBARD  - Ex army captain. Confident. Extroverted. Age guide 35 to 50 

ANTHONY MARSDEN  - Rich. Spoiled. Quirky. Age guide 30 to 45  

WILLIAM BLORE - A bit ‘cagey’. Independent. Needs to be able to do a ‘reasonable’ 
Dutch/South African accent. Age guide 30 - 55 

GENERAL MACKENZIE - Retired. Vague. Distant. Age 65+ 

EMILY BRENT - A spinster. Plain. A little pompous. Set in her ways. Age guide 40 to 65 

SIR LAWRENCE WARGRAVE  - A former judge. Confident and direct. Age guide 50 to 70 

DR ARMSTRONG – Irritable. Nervy. Age guide 40 to 65 

ROGERS  & MRS ROGERS – Described in the script as a ‘house-parlour man’ and his 
wife. There at the guest house to look after the guests. Age guide 35-55. Rogers could 
be same age as OR a decade older than his wife  

 

If you wish to audition and cannot make either of the above dates or wish to enquire on anything   
related to this production then please call Don Cherrett on 07428 652427 

Anyone wishing to work on this production in any other role (backstage crew, set build, props, etc.), 
will be very welcome and are encouraged to attend the readthrough and/or audition. 

Auditions are open to all, but If you are cast, you must  become a member of Bournemouth Little    
Theatre Club Ltd—this is for insurance purposes. 

 

AUDITION NOTICE-And Then There Were None 
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Bournemouth Little Theatre Club 

11 Jameson Road 

Bournemouth  BH9 2QD 
www.bournemouthlittletheatre.co.uk 

 

Email: bournemouthlittletheatre@gmail.com 

 

Facebook: 

http://facebook.com/

BLittleTheatre 

 

Twitter: 

http://twitter.com/BLittleTheatre 

 

Co Reg No: 2639332 

Charity Ref: 1019571 

CONTACT DETAILS: 

Your Committee Members:  

 

Gwen Jones (Treasurer /Memberships/Newsletter/          01202 083504 

                        Venue Hire) ..........................................        07825 064731 

Lindsay Jones (Play Selection Committees/Photographer)01202 083504 

Mo Hamill (Properties and Costumes Co-ordinator) .......  07585 504500 

Adam Stoddart (Studio Play Selection Committee).…….…0774 9409634 

Issy Coombs………………... 

Tim Fearon (Play Selection Committees/Website co-ordinator)                           

……………………………………………………………………………………..07973 198811 

Caroline Burr (Main Play Selection Committee/Company Secretary) 

……………………………………………………………………………………..07905 650952 

Not on the Committee: 

Alastair Griffith (Lighting Design)……………………….………...07400 014135 

Andrew Whyatt (Main Play Selection Committee) 

Rachael de Courcy Beamish (Studio Play Selection Committee) 

Chris Huggill (Bar Stocks Manager & Bar rota organizer) 07443 626484 

Sue Hyder (Box Office) 

 

(Email: bournemouthlittletheatre@gmail.com) 

Each season, Bournemouth Little Theatre brings six main productions and three Studio productions to the stage.  Each           

production requires a Director and cast.  In addition to this are the unsung heroes, who toil away (lark about) behind the scenes 

to make these productions  possible.   We are all volunteers at Bournemouth Little Theatre and if you have any occasional spare 

time and would like to get involved with a production or two in any of the following capacities, you would be very welcome:  

 Set Construction 

 Set Painting 

 Lighting Design 

 Lighting Operation 

 Sound Design 

 Sound Operation 

 Prompt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Stage Manager 

 Costume 

 Props 

 Front of House 

 Bar Manager 

 Coffee Shop 

 Theatre maintenance & 
cleaning 

YOUR THEATRE 

NEEDS YOU! 

To get involved, either come along to a set strike (the Sunday following each of our productions); to a read through and/or 

audition; to an unrehearsed play reading; speak to a Committee Member when you visit the theatre or contact us through 

the website https://www.bournemouthlittletheatre.co.uk/, by email - bournemouthlittletheatre@gmail.com or  

Facebook so we can discuss how you can get involved.  No previous experience is necessary. 

https://www.bournemouthlittletheatre.co.uk/

